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The European Patent Office herewith transmits the supplementary partial European search report under 
Rule 46(1) EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following 

The Search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover inventions 
other than the invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be paid for each of these 
inventions, within one month after notification of this communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999, the search fee in force before 01 July 1999 
(EUR 869,-) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC. 

See also OJ EPO 06/1999, 405. 

Moreover, the Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with 
the provisions of the European Patent Convention to such an extent that it is not possible to carry out a 
meaningful search into the state of the art on the basis of some of the claims; reference is made to sheet C, 
which is attached to the search report. 

0 Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
as well. 

Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on the last day 
of the period for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic debiting procedure, 
Supplement 2 to OJ EPO 01/2005. 
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Claim(s) not searched: 
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Reason for the limitation of the search: 

Claims 5 and 6 cover a pharmaceutical defined as a compound that changes 
the binding property of any one of the ligand peptides SEQ ID N0:3-7 to 
the protein defined by SIQ ID NO: 1. However, this does not define a 
compound since it is not clear what compounds fulfill this criteria. In 
fact, the applicant states on p. 78 of the description, that "By using 
FPRL2, it can be confirmed whether or not various drugs exhibit their 
pharmacological effects mediated by FPRL2", which means that 
pharmaceuticals in the prior art may or may not fall in the category 
claimed by claims 5-6. Consequently, the definition used in these 
so-called reach-through claims is so unclear , that no meaningful search 
of claims 5-6 can be carried out. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1, claims: 1-6, 14-17(partly) 

A screening method using FPRL2 and the peptides defined by 
SEQ. ID. NO: 3-7 



2, claim: 7 

A screening method using FPRL2 and measurement of 
intracellular cAMP levels. 



3. claims: 8-10, 14-17(partly) 



The protein, or polynucleotide coding for, FPRL2 as a 
pharmaceutical or diagnostic agent. 



4. claims: 11-13, 14-17(partly) 

The antibody, or complementary polynucleotide sequence, 
against FPRL2 as a pharmaceutical or diagnostic agent. 



The application lacks a posteriori unity within the meaning of Article 82 
EPC for the following reasons: The present application describes a method 
for screening a compound that affects the activity of the G-protein 
coupled receptor, Formyl Peptide Receptor Like-2, FPRL2 (SEQ. ID N0:1). 
using 5 peptides that are apparently new nanomolar inhibitors of FPRL2i 
Further, the application discloses a pharmaceutical, that acts via FPRL2, 
therapeutic use of FPRL2, therapeutic use of the polynucleotide encoding 
FPRL2, diagnostic use of the polynucleotide encoding FPRL2, therapeutic 
use of an antibody against FPRL2, diagnostic use of the antibody against 
FPRL2, etc. These inventions are not so linked as to form a single 
general inventive concept, because the Unking element, the FPRL2 
receptor (SEQ. ID N0:1) is not new (see eg. WO 02/068600). In addition, 
the pharmaceutical use of FPRL2 Is also not novel (W0 03/080098). 
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